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Grace Notes  

Autobiography’  

  
 

 
 
Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet 
been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we 
will be like him, for we will see him as he is.  
(I John 3:2; NRSV) 

   
 I sit in my recliner at home tending to the 
monthly routine of paying bills and otherwise helping 
my spouse to organize the household financial life. As 
I scan through the invoices and receipts, set up pay-
ments online, and write the relatively rare check, a 
short poem by the late Gerhard Frost pops into my 
mind. The poem is entitled Autobiography:  
 
“If you should ask me,  
“Who are you right now?  
Where are you?  
What road have you taken?  
What have you become?”  
I needn’t give you fifty pages,  
Or even five, or one.  
My check stubs are enough.”  
 
I don’t have check stubs anymore, but I do get a stub 
telling me what was deposited into my bank account, 
and what has been paid for taxes, benefits, and what-
not. I don’t receive monthly packets of cancelled 
checks like I once did. But I do get the electronic 
equivalent of check stubs, clear and accurate records 
of where and how I have spent my money. And it 
looks to me like Frost is right. If you want to get a 
good sense of who I am, what is important to me, what 
I am willing to commit myself and my resources to, 
where I have been and what I am becoming, a list of 
my financial transactions would give you a pretty 
good picture. “Store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven,” Jesus says in the so-called (and very 
lengthy!) sermon on the mount, “for where your treas-
ure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt 6:21).  

Our hearts go with our investments, whether the in-
vestment is money, energy, time, or some other aspect 
of ourselves. Like it or not, how we spend these pre-
cious gifts from God is a pretty good indication of 
what’s important to us, who we are and what and who 
we value. Frost’s poem — and Jesus’ words — rever-
berate in my heart and mind as I wrap up another 
round of paying bills.  
 
I wonder how my spending of money, energy, time, 
and self might more clearly reflect my primary identi-
ty—a child of God, called, claimed, and sent by water 
and Word in the power of the Spirit to shine the light 
of the crucified and risen Christ in all that I do. On 
what am I being called to spend less of myself and my 
resources? Where am I being called to be more gener-
ous? What important relationships or communities 
have I neglected of late? How might I reinvest myself 
in them? Is there something new that I am being called 
to invest in…and how can I free up the resources to 
do it?  
How might I write an autobiography that more clearly 
reflects who I am and who I am becoming in Jesus?  
 
The notion of writing an ‘autobiography’ seems like a 
helpful way for us to think of ‘stewardship’. This sum-
mer, St. Paul’s new Stewardship team will begin meet-
ing to discuss how we might encourage the people of 
St. Paul’s in writing stewardship autobiographies later 
this year.  
 
In the meantime, as we prepare for our congregation’s 
Annual Meeting on June 10, look over the proposed 
budget for 2018-19, and wrestle with the challenges it 
presents, I invited to examine with me how our finan-
cial resources reflect who we are and who we are be-
coming in Jesus. 
 
So? How’s YOUR “autobiography” looking these 
days? 
 
God’s peace, 
 
Pastor Chad Adamik 
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LEE GROUP  

        The June meeting of the LEE 
GROUP will be on Thursday, June 
7th, 11:30 a.m. in Friendship Hall at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Family. “LEE” 
is the nickname for “Life Enrich-
ment for Everyone,” or more com-
monly, “Lutheran Eager Eaters.” 
All retired and/or grandparents’ gen-
eration people are invited. 
         This will be our last regular 
meeting until Thursday, September 
5th.  The menu will be a general 
pot-luck. Please bring a passing 
dish of your own choosing: meat, 
chicken, potatoes, casseroles, veg-
etables, salads, breads, desserts, 
etc. 

Important: Officers for next 
year will be chosen! 

Please come and enjoy the 
friendship and fellowship! 

 
For more information, call 
Bev Steinert (883-6096) or  
Doug Thunder (883-1548)  

 

 

June BIRTHDAYS 

 

4 Marilyn Brandvold 

4 John Gould 

4 Jennifer Russell 

10 Karin Randle 

11 Tom Maruca 

13 Brynn Anna Russell 

14 Syrena Chowanski 

15 Gerald Brandvold 

15 Jay Olshen 

17 June Bennett-Hansen 

17 Michael Goetz 

21 Sue VanKoningsveld 

23 Travis Brooks 

23 Louise Griffith 

24 Isabella Anderson 

25 Alexander Anderson 

26 Michael Gould 

26 Ronald Johns 

26 Bill Sandell 

27 Tom Gesick 

27 Charlotte LaCombe 

27 Pat Weigel 

28 Vicki Hamilton 

28 Shirley O’Neill 

29 Markus Adams 

29 Ann Kauf 

30 Sharon Olshen 
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President’s Comments, June 2018 Newsletter 

 I almost didn’t get to write these comments.  I had a problem I suspect many of you have 
experienced: A message appeared on my computer screen one evening stating that Windows 
would no longer support my version of Windows 10 and that I needed to get an upgrade.  I had 
that notice a couple time before and chose the option “not now”.  So, I thought I’d give it a try.  
It was late in the evening, so I felt that by having over-night the upgrade would be finished by 
morning.  Instead in the morning there was a message telling me to not turn my computer off 
and that Windows was 75% complete in upgrading my files—finally after an hour or so it had 
increased to 80%-and then it stalled.  So, I did the prohibited—I tuned my computer off!  And 
when I restarted by computer I got the Message: restoring your previous version.  And that, 
too, seemed to take forever.  I tried the process three times and the final outcome was a five-
day visit to the Geek Squad! It’s back now and seems to be working.  

 One of the characteristics of being human is that we are not all alike.  We see things dif-
ferently we analyze things differently.  Different goals motivate us.  Different thoughts inspire 
us and move us.  That’s the way we are.  In the process of living, sometimes what others think 
or like may be a divergence from what we see or hold as the norm.  What do we do or say or 
think?  We do recognize the other as a valid human being—how can we appreciate him or her, 
although he or she is not the same of us?  I think this is where communication comes into play.  
Communication allows us to reach out and contact the other.  Sometimes we are afraid to say 
something fearful that it may show that I am a bad or unworthy person.  This only scratches the 
surface of intermingling and developing an understanding of the other person.  It’s really like 
walking in the other person’s shoes—a mile or two miles or many miles. 

 We have become increasingly aware over the past few weeks that we need to help awak-
en ourselves and the people we serve of the needs of the congregation.   We often talk about 
“stewardship” as relating to the ways we serve, using our talents and expertise.  Sometimes we 
take that approach to keep us from having to talk about dollars and cents—money—our mon-
ey.  We know that it takes money to meet the expenses of the church—the salaries, the lights, 
the HVAC, the water and sewer, the activities of worship and education—and the support of 
the regional and national church that supports us—the Sierra Pacific Synod and the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America. In the budget process we discovered that we anticipate being 
about 15% short of meeting our annual budget needs—that’s about $529 a week short of what 
is actually needed. 

 On Sunday, June 10th after the 9:00 a.m. Communion Service (one service only) we will 
gather for the annual congregation meeting.  Several important items will be on the agenda: 1) 
the review of the annual congregation report; 2) the election of four council members; 3) the 
consideration of the budget for the new fiscal year (July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019).  For the meet-
ing we need a quorum, which is 20% of voting members—approximately 35.  Please plan to 
attend and participate in this important meeting. 

As we look forward to a new fiscal year, it is also a good time to review our own com-
mitment to the Gospel—the good news of all that our loving God has given us in the life death, 
and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ.  Are we doing enough?  Can we do more?  How can 
we be more effective in reaching out and in sharing all that we are and have? 

--Doug Thunder, President 
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VBS (Vacation Bible 
School) 

 
The theme this 
year is The Mighty 

Fortress, with the setting in Medi-
eval times.  We will have bible les-
sons, games, crafts, and snack 
time. Come and join in the fun!! 
All children between the ages of  3 
and 12 years old are invited to join 
us.  The Mighty Fortress celebra-
tion  at St Paul’s Lutheran Vaca-
tion Bible school takes place on , 
Monday June 25th through Friday 
June 29th from 6 P.M. to 8 P.M.  

Early sign-ups are encouraged so 
we can plan accordingly.  

Event flyers and sign-up applica-
tions are available on a small table 
in the Narthex. Please help us get 
the word out by distributing flyers 
within our community. 

Director – Linda Wilson 
 
 

 

 

 

 

WELCA NEWS 
WELCA held their end of the year 
meeting on Sat. May 19th at 10:00 A.M. 
in Sorlein Hall, to elect new officers 
and distribute funds to charitable or-
ganizations within our community.  Fund 
distribution was decided abd we will 
publish a list on the bulletin board. 

 

New officers elected.  They are: 

President-Joan Schultz 

Vice President-Renee Woslum 

Secretary-Charlotte LaCombe 

Treasurer-Sharon Gesick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fhistory-clipart-can-stock-photo_csp17643361.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fhistory-clip-art-black-and-white&docid=3wL3T6rt4XNi0M&tbnid=uoKTOby3Mz2
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fhistory-clipart-can-stock-photo_csp17643361.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fhistory-clip-art-black-and-white&docid=3wL3T6rt4XNi0M&tbnid=uoKTOby3Mz2
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fhistory-clipart-can-stock-photo_csp17643361.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fhistory-clip-art-black-and-white&docid=3wL3T6rt4XNi0M&tbnid=uoKTOby3Mz2
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fhistory-clipart-can-stock-photo_csp17643361.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fhistory-clip-art-black-and-white&docid=3wL3T6rt4XNi0M&tbnid=uoKTOby3Mz2
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On Pentecost Sunday, May 20, 2018, Hailey & Nakita Jones were made members through 
their Affirmation of Baptism, Confirmation.  These two young people have been studying 
with Pastor Chad and have met the requirements of being a Member of St. Paul’s. They 
both participated in a public demonstration of their faith and did a terrific job of ex-
pressing themselves. 

After the service and pictures, they along with their family were 
given a special Coffee Hour shared by the congregation.  The Youth 
group also provided them with real Hawaiian leis.   

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartfort.com%2Fclipart%2Fplog-content%2Fimages%2Fholiday-clip-art%2Fchristmas%2Fsnowman.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartfort.com%2Fclipart%2Fplog-print.php%3Fid%3D29&docid=DNKaHjKKDV-oGM&tbni
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartfort.com%2Fclipart%2Fplog-content%2Fimages%2Fholiday-clip-art%2Fchristmas%2Fsnowman.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartfort.com%2Fclipart%2Fplog-print.php%3Fid%3D29&docid=DNKaHjKKDV-oGM&tbni
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartfort.com%2Fclipart%2Fplog-content%2Fimages%2Fholiday-clip-art%2Fchristmas%2Fsnowman.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartfort.com%2Fclipart%2Fplog-print.php%3Fid%3D29&docid=DNKaHjKKDV-oGM&tbni
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.abcteach.com%2Ffree%2Fs%2Fsantabnw.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.abcteach.com%2Fdocuments%2Fnorth-pole-sign-clip-art-bw-christmas-season-image-december-holiday-illustration-38848&docid=rnRpfyIqLSzJDM
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SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES:  Jerry, 
Brandon (Luterick), , Heather Joyner (Johnson), 
Samuel (Weirton and Osterhold), Peter 
(Elverum), Sarah (McGee), Olivia (Lesperance), 
Jason (Coleman), Tom, Michael, Justin, Will. 

FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS: Andy 
(Steyn), Brian (Hillenbrand), Tina (Sherman), 
Mark (Dickens), John (Gould) 

CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR: Roy T.,James 
W. 

THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:  

Jane Johns-medical issues, Shirley Morey-
Vicki Hamilton’s mom, Dick Lowther’s sister-
medical issues, Evelyn Luterick-for healing, 
Nellie-for healing, Bev Steinert-for healing,  
Dwight & Susan Holmquist family-prayers for 
healing,  Margaret Johns-medical issues,  
Joe Webster-for healing 

Karin Randle-for healing; William Rawson-for 
healing,  Marilyn Brandvold-for healing,  
Debbie, for healing, Kylee Wilson for healing. 

Prayers for Sarah Jevne (preparing for sur-
gery) 

Prayers for Glendanne Block & Betty Razor -
recovering from extended illness 

Russ Bowton-in Hospice care; Kris Boggs sis-
ter Karen-battling cancer  
  

MEN’’S GROUP NEWS 

! 

The men’s group will be taking a break and 
working on their program for next year.  
Watch the bulletin for any announcements!   

The group met for a BBQ on Tuesday, May 22 
at Dick Lowther’s house  A good time was had 
by all!   

       Sunday school has ended for this pro-
gram year and we are looking forward to the 
fall when we can begin a new time of bible 
study, fun, crafts and new friendships that 
we have built this year.  Many thanks go out 
to our  teachers, Judy Webster, Shelley 
Stevens, and Sandy Tucker.  These wonder-
ful ladies have been the backbone of our 
group along with Pastor Chad.  Pastor Chad 
has enhanced our tume with Sunday school 
by always doing an opening, “Kid’s Church” 
with us each morning.  The children look for-
ward to his lessons and energy to get us 
started.  

        For this summer, there will be Vacation 
Bible school running from 
June 25 through June 29.  
Classes will be from 6 pm to 8 
pm. Each evening.  Please 
keep those dates in mind and 
help us make our VBS a real 
success!  Extra help is always 
needed!  Please contact Linda 
Wilson or call the office if you are interest-
ed. 

 Pastor Chad is also having a Book study 
and a New Member class .  These classes all 
have certain schedules and date offerings.  
Please see the calendar for this information. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fimages%2FATbj8XxMc.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Ffree-lent-clipart.html&docid=CH0Yf1Mc8I-ykM&tbnid=GTPZ3sxvg42ODM%3A&vet=1&w=1722&h=1759&bih=882&biw=1207&q=religio


 

Page 7 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

On Thursday, May 17th, St. Paul's hosted a workshop sponsored by the Inter-
faith communities in Carson City. The workshop, 'Transforming Unconscious 
Bias', was presented by Rev. D. Jacquelyn Edwards and Rev. Sharon Mitchell, 
ministers of the Center for Spiritual Living.  
 
The Carson City gathering of the Center for Spiritual Living and their minister, 
Rev. Karen Linsley, offered this program for Carson Cit,y as people of faith 
work to overcome racial, gender, and ethnic barriers that can often divide us. 
The workshop was a first step as Interfaith lay leaders and ministers will con-
tinue to challenge their communities to be aware of 'unconscious biases' that 
often shape our view of those we consider the "other".  
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkid.com%2Fimages%2F232%2Fwomen-s-bible-study-christ-lutheran-west-salem-CT8jNQ-clipart.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkid.com%2Fmission-bible-study-cliparts%2F&docid=PceGTibqpUU5JM&tbnid
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WORSHIP LEADERS 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT    
         
June 3-   No Communion service today 
 
June 10– 9:00 am – One service— 
                                Jean Opperman 
             
 June 17   8:00 am-   Kim Neiman 
                10:30 am-  Dick Lowther 
 
June 24-  8:00 am-  Jean Opperman 
               10:30 am   Dave Harrell                                             
 

Greeters—10:30 am 

            June 3-Holly McPhail 

                   June 10-  Mary Neumann                   
  (service at 9:00 am ) 

                   June 17-Betty Thoreson 

                  June 24-Mary Neumann  

Readers  10:30 A.M. 

 

                June 3-Linda Wilson 

                June 17-Steve Ranson 

                June 24-Deanna Fine 

          

                

Readers  8:00 A.M 

               June 3-Carol Arneson 

               June 10-9:00 am service 

                                            Judy McPhail 

               June 17-Vera Logie 

              June 24-Caroll Massie 

USHERS-10:30 service 

 

June 3-.D. Harrell, G. O’ Kelley.,  J. 
Poncsak, M. Neumann   
 
June 10. D. Harrell, G. O’ Kelley.,  J. 
Poncsak, M. Neumann    
 
June 17 D. Harrell, G. O’ Kelley.,  J. 
Poncsak, M. Neumann   
 
June 24  D. Harrell, G. O’ Kelley.,  J. 
Poncsak, M. Neumann    
 
 

 

 

COUNTERS 
 

 Volunteers are needed for each Sun-
day, both services.  Please take a moment 
and sign up with the office.   Thanks! 

ACOLYTES 

 Acolytes are needed for the 10:30 ser-
vices each Sunday.  Please sign up if you are 
interested  with the office.  Or the sign-up 
sheet in the hallway. 
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 If you have moved or 
changed your telephone num-
ber or have any other 
changes in you would like us 
to have, will you please con-
tact the office and let me 
know.  You can send an E-
Mail, or drop me a note.  

Thanks so much!  It’s good to be accurate 
have good information when sending mail-
inhgs, etc. 

 

Renee        

       
        
       

 

DID YOU KNOW??? 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 St. Paul’s has three of our young 
people graduating from high school this 
month and we want to wish them the 
best in their futures as they are  SU-
PER ASSETS TO OUR CHURCH.  They 
are Nikki Jones, Sean Jones and  

Amanda Castillo 

We are also reaching out 
to Kim Wudkte-receiving a 
masters degree at UNR & 
David Ranspn-graduating 
from the police academy. 

 

 

Stitcher’S NewS 

 The Stitchers continue to meet on 
the second and fourth Tuesdays of every 
month from 9 am to 12 noon during the 
summer months.   
Thanks to all of the ladies that spent so 
much time and effort making the quilts we 
distributed to Advocates on May 22.  We 
delivered 36 quilts.   Additional thank-
you’s go out to those ladies who make our 
lap robes and the baby blankets, booties 
and bonnets. 
 
If you like sewing or just want to help, we 
will teach you about making quilts.  
Please join us! 
     
For further information 
,please call  
Sarah Jevne at 
 315-7510. 
 

 

 

 

Fellowship News! 

 

The Fellowship committee continues to 
be a mainstay in the coffee hour and 
special services, such as Lent, Advent, 
etc. They could use some extra help 
with keeping the group active.  Judy 
Webster and Shelley Stevens have 
been doing a great job of filling in for 
coffee hour, when no one signs up.   

In the last few weeks there have been 
several people who have hosted coffee 
hour and it is very much appreciated.  

 Remember, you don’t have to serve a 
feast, just some simple items and 
Coffee.  Please help us to all enjoy the 
coffee hours!   
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Activities held in May: 

   

The youth hosted the Mother’s Day Tea- for WELCA on Saturday,  

May 13, 2018, in Friendship Hall.  The y0ung people also hosted the 
coffee hour for Confirmation Sunday, May 20 complete with 
tacos and all the fixins’.  This was to honor Hailey & Nakita 
Jones.   

Youth Group Meetings: 

The meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each Month after 2nd Service. 

During our meetings we have lunch, lesson, and a team building game. 

The youth leaders are members of ELCA Youth Ministry Network. 

 

For June-There will be graduations and the celebrations that go with 
these happy events.  Please join us in wishing a bright future amd 
happy summer to all! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


